


15 / BEFORE YOUR FIRST BUILDER CALL

10 Things to Bring to Your
First Builder Conversation

You do not need a finished plan before talking with a builder. But having these ten things ready can make your
first call or meeting more productive - and help turn your ideas into clear next steps.

1
Your property information
Property address or general location, parcel information if
available, and whether you already own the land.

2
Photos or a map of the site
A few phone photos, an aerial screenshot, survey, or sketch
can help explain access, terrain, trees, views, and the building
area.

3
How you want to use the cabin
Weekend retreat, hunting or fishing base, family getaway,
rental, seasonal cabin, or future year-round home.

4
A rough size and sleeping goal
You do not need exact square footage. Know roughly how
many people you want to sleep and the rooms or spaces you
expect.

5
A few inspiration photos
Bring 3-5 examples of cabins, layouts, finishes, or features you
like. They are often more useful than trying to describe a style.

6
Your must-haves
List the features you are not willing to give up - such as a loft,
bathroom, full kitchen, large windows, deck, wood stove, or
storage.

7
What you know about utilities
Share what is already on the property and what you are
considering: power, generator, solar, well, hauled water,
septic, outhouse, propane, or dry-cabin living.

8
Your target budget
A realistic range helps the builder guide the size, scope,
finishes, and site decisions toward options that fit your project.

9
Your ideal timing
When would you like to start building, and when would you like
to use the cabin? Mention any deadlines or seasonal access
concerns.

10
Your questions - and decision-makers
Write down the questions you do not want to forget, and
include anyone who will be making major project or budget
decisions with you.

THE GOAL IS NOT TO HAVE EVERYTHING FIGURED OUT.

Give your builder enough context to understand your property, priorities, budget, and vision. A good first conversation should
leave you with clearer next steps.
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WELCOME

Your Cabin Starts With a Plan

Building a cabin in Alaska is exciting. It can also raise a lot of questions. This guide will help you work
through the important decisions before construction begins.

ALASKA CABIN CO.  |  LET’S BUILD YOUR PARADISE 1

Where do you begin?
How big should your cabin be? What will it cost? Does your land have access? Will you need power,
water, or septic? You do not need every answer today. You just need a practical place to start.

What you will work through
How you want to use your cabin and who it needs to serve

Cabin size, layout, and must-have features

Land, site access, foundations, and utilities

Budget priorities and questions to ask a builder

A clear checklist of your next steps

A NOTE FROM ALASKA CABIN COMPANY

A cabin is more than a building. It is a place to slow down, unplug, reconnect, and make memories. We
hope this guide helps you move from “someday” toward a plan you can feel confident about.
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01 / VISION

Start With Your Why

Before deciding on square footage or finishes, think about what you want your cabin to make
possible.
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Weekend getaway or seasonal retreat

Hunting, fishing, or outdoor recreation base

Family gatherings and time together

Four-season living or future retirement

Guest, rental, or campground use

Picture a great weekend at your cabin
Who will be there most often?

What will you spend your time doing?

What do you want to get away from?

What do you want to remember about this place?

YOUR ONE-SENTENCE VISION

Our cabin will be a place where _____________________________________________
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02 / INTENDED USE

Choose Your Cabin Type

The way you plan to use your cabin will influence the structure, systems, finishes, and overall budget.
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Recreational / Dry
A simpler seasonal retreat, potentially without indoor plumbing or permanent utility connections.

Off-Grid
A cabin using independent power, water, waste, and heating solutions. Off-grid can still be fully
finished.

Four-Season
Designed for regular winter use, with appropriate insulation, heating, ventilation, water protection,
and access.

Rental / Campground
Guest-focused durability, turnover, maintenance, safety, and applicable local requirements.

THINK AHEAD

Will the cabin be used in January? Will guests stay overnight? Do you expect indoor plumbing? Planning
for future use now can help avoid expensive changes later.

4



03 / SIZE & LAYOUT

How Much Space Do You Need?

Start with the people and activities you want to accommodate, then choose a footprint that fits.
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Typical overnight guests: ________   Maximum guests: ________

Bedrooms: ________   Sleeping loft:  Yes / No

Kitchen:  Full / Compact / None

Bathroom:  Full / Half / Outhouse / None

Storage for outdoor gear:  High / Medium / Low

Covered entry or deck:  Yes / No

Layout questions worth asking
Can people sleep comfortably without crowding the living area?

Where will wet boots, coats, tools, and gear go?

Will stairs or loft access work for everyone using the cabin?

Can you place windows for light and views without sacrificing privacy?

PLANNING TIP

Smaller is not always simpler: complex rooflines, large windows, plumbing, and difficult sites can outweigh
savings from a reduced footprint.
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04 / LAND & SITE

Understand Your Property

A buildable-looking lot is not automatically ready for construction. Verify site conditions before
finalizing a design or budget.
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Legal access and driveway condition, including seasonal access

Lot boundaries, easements, setbacks, and land-use restrictions

Soils, drainage, slope, frost conditions, and foundation suitability

Trees, clearing, excavation, and equipment staging

Snow storage, roof-snow shedding, wind exposure, and sun

Water, wastewater, power, and fuel delivery options

Flood, erosion, wetlands, or other site constraints

Property notes
Property location / parcel:

Road access / driveway:

Known site challenges:

IMPORTANT

Permits, land-use rules, and construction requirements vary by location and project. Confirm requirements
with the relevant borough, municipality, utility, and qualified design professionals.
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05 / COST BASICS

What Drives Cabin Costs?

There is no single reliable price per square foot for every Alaska cabin. Scope and site conditions can
change the total substantially.
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Design & Size
Footprint, roof complexity, lofts, window packages, decks, and structural details.

Site & Foundation
Clearing, access, excavation, soils, drainage, and foundation engineering.

Utilities & Systems
Electrical service or off-grid power, heating, water, septic, and ventilation.

Interior Finishes
Insulation, cabinetry, fixtures, flooring, appliances, and trim.

Logistics & Timing
Distance, delivery, seasonal access, labor, and construction schedule.

HOW TO COMPARE ESTIMATES

Ask what is included, excluded, and assumed. Confirm site work, utility connections, permits, taxes,
allowances, and contingency before comparing totals.
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06 / BUDGET WORKSHEET

Build Your Preliminary Budget

Use this worksheet to identify every major category. These are blank planning allowances—not a
quote or a promise of final costs.
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Design / engineering / surveys

Site clearing / driveway / earthwork

Foundation / ground screws / supports

Cabin shell / roof / windows / doors

Insulation / air sealing / heating

Electrical / power generation

Water / well / storage / plumbing

Wastewater / septic / outhouse

Interior finishes / kitchen / bath

Decks / steps / exterior features

Permits / inspections / deliveries

Contingency reserve

PRELIMINARY PROJECT TOTAL  $ ____________________
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07 / FINANCIAL READINESS

Plan How You Will Pay

The right budget is one that accounts for the entire project—not just the cabin structure.
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Questions to settle early
What is our comfortable total project budget?

What funds are available now, and what would require financing?

Does the budget include land costs or only construction?

How much should be reserved for unknown site conditions?

Which upgrades can wait until a later phase?

Separate essentials from upgrades
Must have before move-in:

Nice to have now:

Could add later:

FINANCING NOTE

Lending terms and eligibility can differ for vacant land, seasonal cabins, off-grid structures, and
permanent residences. Discuss your intended use and property details with a qualified lender before
relying on financing.
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08 / UTILITIES

Off-Grid or Connected?

Deciding how you will power, heat, and supply your cabin can shape both the design and ongoing
maintenance.
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POWER
Utility connection and service distance

Generator location, noise, fuel, and storage

Solar/battery capacity and winter performance

WATER & WASTE
Well, hauled water, storage, or other source

Winterization and freeze protection

Septic, holding tank, or approved alternatives

HEATING & AIR
Primary and backup heat sources

Ventilation and moisture management

Fuel access, chimney, and safety requirements

ALASKA-SPECIFIC REMINDER

Winter temperatures, short daylight hours, and access limitations affect off-grid systems. Have qualified
professionals size and verify equipment and code compliance.
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09 / CHOICES

Design Your Cabin

Focus first on the choices that influence structure and systems. Cosmetic details can usually follow.
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Roof style and snow-management approach

One level, loft, or full second level

Window placement, glazing, and view orientation

Kitchen size and appliance type

Bathing, laundry, and water use

Heating, electrical, and mechanical locations

Exterior cladding, roofing, and durability

Interior wood, drywall, flooring, and storage

Your three non-negotiables
1.

2.

3.

PLANNING TIP

Think about the cabin in muddy spring weather and midwinter, not only on a sunny summer weekend.
Entry storage, drying space, ventilation, and maintenance access matter.
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10 / PRIORITIES

Make a Cabin Wish List

Mark each item as Must Have, Would Like, or Later. Bring this page to your first planning
conversation.
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MUST LIKE LATER

Sleeping loft

Private bedroom

Indoor bathroom

Full kitchen

Wood stove

Covered porch

Large view windows

Storage / mudroom

Solar / battery system

Generator backup

Laundry

Future expansion

ONE IMPORTANT TRADE-OFF

If your total estimate exceeds your budget, reduce or phase lower-priority features before cutting
essential site preparation, structure, moisture control, or safety.
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11 / DUE DILIGENCE

Before You Begin Building

Use this as a conversation checklist with your builder and appropriate professionals.

ALASKA CABIN CO.  |  LET’S BUILD YOUR PARADISE 12

Confirm land ownership, boundaries, access, and setbacks

Determine whether drawings and engineering are required

Verify permits, approvals, and inspections applicable to the site

Assess soils, foundation design, drainage, and snow loads

Define utility scope and responsibilities

Confirm what is included in the written proposal

Review payment schedule and change-order process

Discuss material lead times and site access windows

Confirm insurance, licensing, and warranty details

Agree on communication and client decision deadlines

KEEP RECORDS

Save plans, signed agreements, selections, permits, receipts, product manuals, inspection records, and
change orders in one organized project folder.
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12 / FROM IDEA TO REALITY

The Cabin Building Process

A clear sequence helps everyone understand what decisions come next.
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01
DISCOVERY

Share your property, how you plan to use the cabin, your priorities, target budget, and
timeline.

02
PLAN

Work through layout, scope, selections, site needs, proposal, and construction details.

03
BUILD

With plans and agreements in place, construction begins. Expect regular project
updates and timely decisions.

04
ENJOY

Complete the walkthrough, review maintenance information, and start making
memories.

YOUR ROLE MATTERS

Timely answers on selections, changes, and site access can help keep the project moving. Ask your
builder when decisions are due.
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13 / ONE-PAGE SUMMARY

Your Cabin Planning Checklist

Check what is decided and circle anything that still needs research.
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We know how the cabin will be used.

We have a target size and sleeping capacity.

We have ranked our must-have features.

We have identified the property and site constraints.

We have considered access, utilities, and wastewater.

We have a realistic total project budget and reserve.

We understand potential permitting and design needs.

We have identified our target building season.

We have questions ready for a builder.

We have a clear next step.

Our next three actions
1.

2.

3.
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14 / DREAM TO PLAN

Your Cabin Vision

Take a moment to imagine arriving at your finished cabin. What do you see, hear, and do?
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The first thing we will do when we arrive:

The people we most want to share it with:

Our favorite season at the cabin will be:

The memory we hope to make:

The one feature that makes it feel like ours:

A PLACE WHERE LIFE SLOWS DOWN

Your cabin is more than a floor plan. The best design decisions support the experiences you want to have
there.
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YOUR NEXT STEP

Ready to Start Planning?

You do not have to figure out everything before talking with a builder. A good first conversation can
help turn your ideas and priorities into a practical direction.
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Bring these five things
Property location or land details

How you want to use your cabin

Approximate size and must-have features

Target budget and timing

Your questions and unanswered decisions

START PLANNING YOUR CABIN
alaskacabinco.com
Alaska Cabin Company  |  Mat-Su Valley & Anchorage

We build custom recreational and year-round cabins in Alaska. Our goal is to guide you from your
first idea through planning and construction, with a clear process and straightforward
communication.

LET’S BUILD YOUR PARADISE.
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